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Editorial
Dear Readers,

Less than a year from now, on 18 September 2014, a referendum will reveal whether the majority of
Scots believe that Scotland would be better off as an independent nation rather than remaining as a
member of the UK. So far, it looks as though the SNP and Yes Scotland have not yet produced
enough truly convincing arguments in favour of Scotland as an independent nation, though.
Whatever happens next year, the Scots' choice will have an enormous impact not only on Scottish
and British politics, but also on how nations within states will be dealt with in the European Union,
in Europe as a whole, and even in world politics generally.

The choice between 'yes' and 'no' in the referendum, between independence and the status quo, has
initiated discourses dealing with Scotland's future which also give crucial insights into the Scottish
frame of mind in the run-up to the referendum. Will Scotland finally succeed in overcoming narrat-
ives of itself which in the past have too often constructed the nation either as a willing and success-
ful member of the UK or as an underdog struggling against an overpowering neighbour? Both kinds
of narratives are one-sided and do not do justice to Scotland's complex past. Unfortunately, so far it
seems as if these narratives are alive and thriving, so that narratives of a confident Scottish nation
that will be able to meet all the challenges of independence cannot yet take root. But new narratives
are urgently needed.

For political, economic, and cultural reasons, what is happening in Scotland at the moment has
enormous relevance beyond Scotland's borders. The referendum and its implications will be thor-
oughly discussed at the conference 'Scotland 2014: Coming of Age and Loss of Innocence?' which
takes place at the Germersheim Faculty of the University of Mainz from 17 to 20 October 2013.
The key issues to be debated at this conference are: the future scenarios for Scotland; the contribu-
tions of politics, the law, the economy, the media, literature & art, as well as history & philosophy to
the discourses on Scotland's possible independence; past and present narratives of independence and
devolution; the Scottish case in Europe and the democratic world; and the question of who will
really be in control of any new Scotland that might come into existence next year. These are press-
ing issues which need to be addressed now so that Scotland can make an informed choice in the ref-
erendum of 2014. The next issue of our Newsletter, in April 2014, will feature a detailed report on
the results of the conference, whereas the present issue provides more information on how the dis-
cussion on the state of the nation is currently going in its '(New) Media on Scotland' section.

Sadly, this issue also includes an obituary on Professor Dr. Horst W. Drescher, the founder of the
Scottish Studies Centre in Germersheim and of this Newsletter, who passed away in July after a
long, serious illness. He will be remembered as an expert in Scottish Studies whose excellent work
and personal qualities will be fondly remembered by everybody who met him. His memory will
also be honoured by our continued efforts to follow his high standards and to constantly improve the
quality of Scottish Studies in Germersheim.

Examples of such studies from other regions are available in this issue in the book reviews by Carla
Sassi, Peter Freshwater, and Scott McKenna. There is a new poem for the monument at Bannock-


http://www.fb06.uni-mainz.de/anglistik/conference_2013.php

burn from Kathleen Jamie, a section on Scottish Awards, New Publications dealing with Scottish is-
sues, and our usual roundup of Conference Announcements. The evaluation of the results of the
Scottish census, which was announced in the last Newsletter for this issue, has had to be postponed
to the next issue in April 2014.

As always, we invite you to get involved, to send us contributions to the next issues, to comment on
Scottish topics, and to let us know what you think about the Newsletter.

Miriam Schroder and the Editors

Prof. Dr. Horst W. Drescher T — Lothar Gorke — Prof. Dr. Klaus Peter Miiller — Ron Walker
Germersheim, October 2013
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Professor Horst W. Drescher
(30 January 1932 - 13 July 2013)

Scottish Studies in Germany lost a pioneering spirit with the passing, on July 13th this year,
of Professor Horst W. Drescher. A distinguished academic, he and his team turned a small
German town into a European outpost of Scottish Studies in the early 1980s. After completing
studies in English Philology, Romance languages, pedagogy and philosophy at the universit-
ies of Heidelberg, Mainz and Marburg, Horst Drescher turned his attention to the thematic
concerns and forms of the late-eighteenth century British periodical essayists for his post-doc-
toral thesis at the University of Munster which he completed in 1969 and published in 1971.
His interest was fired in particular by the early Scottish weekly journals, The Mirror and The
Lounger, founded by the Scottish lawyer and novelist Henry Mackenzie. Indeed the writings
and especially the correspondence of the 'Addison of the North' would become an enduring
academic passion. Also in 1969 came his appointment as professor in what was soon to be-
come, due in no small measure to his own active and energetic support, the Department of
Applied Linguistics of the Johannes Gutenberg University of Mainz in Germersheim.

His research interests were many and varied: British literature and cultural history, contem-
porary English literature and literary translation just some of them. He always returned to
Scotland, however, to its literature, its intellectual history and, not least, to the country itself,
which he visited on many occasions and for which he retained a strong fondness. Among the
many honours and offices held by Professor Drescher were: Honorary President of the Saltire
Society, Vice President of the Association for Scottish Literary Studies, Honorary Research
Fellow of the Institute for Advanced Studies in the Humanities at the University of Edinburgh
and Honorary Research Fellow of the School of Scottish Studies at Glasgow University and
member of the Carlyle Society. In 1984 he was awarded the Robert Bruce Award for Out-
standing Service to Scottish Studies from Old Dominion University in Norfolk, Virginia,
USA.

The Scottish Studies Centre in Germersheim was set up by Horst Drescher in 1981 to encour-
age interdisciplinary research and teaching, with emphasis on the study of Scottish literature
in its socio-cultural context. From the beginning, the international approach — the internation-
alisation of Scottish Studies — was a central focus for the Germersheim Scotticists, and that
long before such an approach became fashionable. The Scottish Studies Centre was followed
by the launch, shortly afterwards, of a Scottish Studies Newsletter, still going strong as a
twice-yearly publication of the Scottish Studies Centre, and, in 1982, a book series Scottish.
Studies International (now approaching 38 volumes), both fitting tributes to their founder and
his legacy.

Horst Drescher became an authority on Henry Mackenzie's literary correspondence and pub-
lished extensively on it. Besides the above-mentioned thesis — Themen und Formen des peri-
odischen essays im spdten 18. Jahrhundert:Untersuchungen zu den schottischen Wochen-
schriften The Mirror und The Lounger, Frankfurt am Main: Athendum 1971 — these included:
Henry Mackenzie: Letters to Elizabeth Rose of Kilravock: On Literature, Events and People
1768-1815, Miinster: Aschendorff 1967, and Literature and Literati - The Literary Corres-
pondence and Notebooks of Henry Mackenzie, vol. 1, Letters 1766—1827, Frankfurt/M. /
Bern / New York / Paris: Peter Lang 1989. He was also active as co-editor of many other rel-
evant collections such as: Scottish Language and Literature: Medieval and Renaissance,
Frankfurt/M. / Bern / New York: Peter Lang 1986 (with Dietrich Strauss); Nationalism in Lit-
erature, Literarischer Nationalismus: literature, language and national identity, Frankfurt/M.
/ Bern / New York / Paris: Peter Lang 1989 (with Hermann Voelkel), and Studies in Scottish
Fiction: Twentieth Century, Frankfurt/M. / Bern / New York: Peter Lang 1990 (with Joachim
Schwend). Back to top
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New Scottish Poetry

Ten acclaimed poets were commissioned by the National Trust for Scotland and Historic
Scotland, in partnership with Creative Scotland and the Scottish Poetry Library to write
poems inspired by the site of the Battle of Bannockburn and the surrounding landscape. The
poem below by Kathleen Jamie was voted for by the public and a judging panel. It has now
been carved on the Rotunda monument at Bannockburn.

In an article written by Jamie for 7he New Statesman after a visit to the site of the battlefield
in preparation for the poem, she wrote of her own feelings about what she should try to
achieve: "In my opinion, it needed something forgiven and forgiving, modern, aspirational,
welcoming, mature, gracious — and Scottish, and all in a few short lines." (The New States-
man, February 7, 2013 — full article here)

Here lies our land: every airt
Beneath swift clouds, glad glints of sun,
Belonging to none but itself.

We are mere transients, who sing
Its westlin’ winds and fernie braes,
Northern lights and siller tides,

Small folk playing our part.
‘Come all ye’, the country says
You win me, who take me most to heart.

[With thanks to the Scottish Poetry Library]
Kathleen Jamie is currently Chair in Creative Writing at the University of Stirling

Back to top

(New) Media on Scotland
(compiled by Nora Goepel, Ivana Pavlovic, & Hanne Wiesner)

Subsections:

- The referendum / independence issue

- Financial sector

- As Others See Us

- Creative Scotland

then reports in chronological order and at the end information on new websites providing
views on and of Scotland from the point of view of civic society.

The referendum / independence issue

"Scotland's Referendum", The Scottish Government:

"The people of Scotland will vote in an independence referendum on Thursday 18 September,
2014. They will be asked the question: Should Scotland be an independent country? Yes or
No. Scottish Ministers support independence, believing a sovereign nation can prosper by
choosing its own policies for social and economic growth and having its own distinctive voice
in Europe and the wider world. The Scottish Parliament has been granted the powers to or-
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ganise the referendum and both UK and Scottish Governments have agreed they will respect
the result. The main Scottish Independence Referendum Bill was introduced to the Scottish
Parliament on 21 March 2013. It sets out arrangements for the conduct of the referendum, in-
cluding the date of the vote and campaign spending limits."

"Scottish independence: David Cameron will not have TV debate with Alex Salmond", BBC
27-09-13: "David Cameron has confirmed he will not have a TV debate on Scottish independ-
ence with Alex Salmond. The prime minister has written to Scotland's first minister rejecting
his invitation for a head-to-head showdown."

"Scottish independence: MPs seek clarity", BBC 27-09-13:

"More information should be provided to voters on how an independent Scotland could de-
fend itself, MPs have said. The Commons defence select committee said details given by the
Scottish government fell short of requirements. It also criticised the UK government for not
spelling out how the remainder of the UK would be affected, including the relocation of nuc-
lear weapons."

"Census suggest most Scots 'feel only Scottish"', BBC 26-09-13:

"Most people living in Scotland describe their national identity as being 'Scottish only', ac-
cording to the latest census figures. Data released from the 2011 census showed 62% de-
scribed themselves as 'Scottish only', while 18% said they were 'Scottish and British'. The res-
ults also showed Scotland was becoming more ethnically diverse."

"Scottish independence Pension body's letter gave 'yes vote assurance", BBC 26-09-13:

"The UK state pension would continue to be paid to people living in an independent Scotland,
the pension agency has said. The comments came in a letter from the Department for Work
and Pensions, which was quoted by Scottish First Minister Alex Salmond."

"Prime Minister Miliband? People will just not buy it", Herald 25-09-13:
"Ed Miliband's problems have been well advertised. They have something to do with his role

in the last Labour government. They have a lot to do with the myth of culpability for the
financial collapse. They can be explained, in part and as always, by the usual roughing up
from the Tory press. But Mr Miliband is in a deeper hole than those facts suggest."

'

'Inside Track: A powerful example for Scotland's island councils", Herald 25-09-13:
"Jorgen Pettersson went down well at the conference Scotland's three islands councils

organised in Kirkwall. It had been convened to maintain the momentum of the councils'
campaign to win more powers whichever way the independence referendum goes."

"The silences. the gaps and the missing voices of modern Scotland", Scottish Review

24-09-13: "Instead there is a Scottish propensity to not notice the missing voices and stories
from public life, what I have called 'the missing Scotland'. This could be seen in Andrew
Marr's preposterous comment about the Scottish Enlightenment, 'all of Edinburgh was in-
volved in saloon discussions', which beggars belief given the nature of society then on class,
status and gender. There is a modern version of it in the independence debate with the re-
doubtable Pat Kane recently commenting: 'This nation is in conversation'. Much as I would
like it to be otherwise, the whole nation is not engaged in conversation. Challenging such as-
sumptions isn't about some abstract notion of an idealised, participative democracy, but the
limits of Scotland's public sphere and the truncated democracy we live in. If people want to
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change that, as I know Pat does, we have to start by reflecting this and then discussing how
we change it, not continuing the comforting stories."

"Living history: People re-creating Scotland's past", BBC 23-09-13:
"Hundreds of people re-enact periods of Scotland's history in their spare time. Why are they
so fascinated by the nation's past that they want to re-create it?"

"Independence pensions promise", The Scottish Government 23-09-13:

"Deputy First Minister Nicola Sturgeon and Finance Secretary John Swinney today pledged
that all pensions in an independent Scotland will be paid on time and in full and that pension-
ers in Scotland will benefit from stronger safeguards, as they published a paper outlining pen-
sions policy.The comprehensive Scottish Government paper — Pensions in an Independent
Scotland — details the arrangements for state, private and public sector pensions that will fol-
low a vote for independence."

"Yes Scotland: thousands show up for independence march", Herald 21-09-13:

"Alex Salmond has told a crowd of thousands of pro-independence marchers that there is now
a 'natural majority for a Yes vote' in the referendum. The First Minister was among speakers
at a march and rally in Scotland's capital, which drew crowds from across the country."

'

'Thousands of pro-independence campaigners have marched through the streets of Edinburgh
in support of their cause", BBC 21-09-13: "The march began on the High Street and ended on

the city's Calton Hill with the Rally for Scottish Independence. Police estimated that more
than 8,000 people took part in the march."

'

'Learning languages is critical for Scottish tourism", Scotsman 20-09-13:
"Translations of guide books are scarce, says Sue Gruellich. Ici on parle francais. Hier spricht

man Deutsch. Sadly that is not found to be the case as one travels round Britain today. You
may think that everyone visiting these shores speaks English. We seem to make this arrogant
assumption all too often."

"Islands want greater voice in Europe after 2014 referendum", Herald 20-09-13:
"Scotland's islands are about to stake their claim for a separate place in Europe, with direct in-
volvement in policy-making in Brussels."

"Anti-corruption unit to safeguard public sector", Scotsman 19-09-13:

"A national anti-corruption team has been set up by Police Scotland to safeguard public sector
organisations. The new unit, said to be the first of its kind in the UK, will also focus on the
police itself."

"MSP's how preference to go t alone in symbolic vote at Holyrood", Herald 19-09-13:
"The Scottish Parliament has endorsed independence in a symbolic vote marking one year to
go to the referendum."

"Think tank warns of higher tax rates and deep cuts", Herald 19-09-13.

"Scottish independence: Salmond 'would reverse Royal Mail sale'"', BBC 19-09-13:

"The privatisation of Royal Mail would be reversed in an independent Scotland, First Minister
Alex Salmond has said. The UK government wants to float the service on the London Stock
Exchange to allow it to stay competitive. But Mr Salmond said, in the event of a 'Yes' vote in
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2014, a post-independence government led by him would bring it back into public owner-
ship."

'

'Scottish independence: Think tank warns of budget squeeze", BBC 18-09-13:
"An independent Scotland would face bigger pressures to cut spending or raise taxes than Bri-

tain currently faces if oil revenues fall as forecast, a think tank said."

"Scottish independence: Holyrood debate marks one year to referendum", BBC 18-09-13:
"First Minister Alex Salmond has urged Scottish voters to grab the opportunity of independ-
ence with 'both hands'. Speaking in a parliamentary debate exactly a year before the referen-
dum on Scotland's future, he said people living in the country were best placed to make de-
cisions about it. On 18 September 2014, they will be asked the yes/no question: 'Should Scot-
land be an independent country?'"

'

'Indy Scotland would have our own Olympics team for Rio 2016, says sports minister",
Herald 18-09-13.

"Scotland's future in Scotland's hands", The Scottish Government 18-09-13:

"Independence is the best route to a more prosperous and just society because decisions about
Scotland will be taken by the people who care most about Scotland — those who live and work
here, First Minister Alex Salmond said today. Speaking in the Scottish Parliament with
exactly one year to go until the historic referendum, the First Minister said Scotland was a
wealthy country, with an abundance of natural resources and skilled and inventive population,
which would flourish under independence."

"Darling: I speak for Scotland, Not David Cameron", Herald 17-09-13:
"Alistair Darling today insists 'l speak for Scotland' as he claims David Cameron is irrelevant
to the Scottish independence debate."

"Business 'relaxed' about referendum". Herald 16-09-13.

'

'Scottish independence: New poll gives Yes camp hope", Scotsman 16-09-13:
"Scotland will become an independent country in 12 months time if voters can be convinced

over the next year that a Yes vote will make them better off, a new poll suggests today."

"Salmond: I challenge Cameron to a live TV debate on St. Andrew's Day", Herald 15-09-13.

"Sturgeon: white paper on YES vote to be published". Herald 15-09-13.

"Referendum — one year to go", The Scottish Government 15-09-13:

"Deputy First Minister Nicola Sturgeon today announced the second phase of the Scottish
Government's referendum information campaign, which will focus on the benefits to job
creation, sustainability of pensions and long-term economic stability that will come from
taking decisions in Scotland."

"Darling: Why won't Salmond debate with me? Is he running scared?", Herald 15-09-13:
"The SNP-Government's White Paper on the mechanics of independence will be an abject

failure unless it sets out a clear "Plan B" on Scotland's currency, Alistair Darling has
claimed."
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"Boris deputy tells rest of UK: spend tourism cash on London", The Observer 14-09-13:
"Deputy mayor Kit Malthouse says capital 'is main reason why visitors come here' and should
be the focus of all marketing. Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland should spend their tour-
ism budgets on promoting London if they want to attract more visitors, according to the capit-
al's deputy mayor."

"Alistair Darling: Scottish independence outcome is 'pretty fluid"', The Guardian 13-09-13:
"With one year to go, the large number of undecided voters makes the result hard to predict
despite persistent polling suggesting a preponderance of 'no' sentiment Alistair Darling has
admitted that Alex Salmond could yet win next year's Scottish independence referendum be-
cause a 'substantial number' of voters were still undecided about remaining in the UK."

"Independence 'would risk Scots pensioners", Herald 13-09-13:

"Independence would be a serious risk to the security of Scotland's 1.5m pensioners, Gordon
Brown will claim tomorrow as the former Prime Minister targets the grey vote in the
referendum campaign."

"Mandatory vote call by festival boss", Herald 12-09-13:
"The director of the Edinburgh International Festival has suggested that voting in next year's
independence referendum is made compulsory."

"Swinney gives 'independence budget' game away", Herald 12-09-13:
"Was it or wasn't it a 'budget for independence,' as the BBC had taken to describing John
Swinney's spending plans in the hours before the big announcement?"

"Dave Moxham: STUC 'undecided' over future of the Union", Scotsman 11-09-13:

"To the surprise and frustration of many who are accustomed to us delivering clear and un-
equivocal views on major issues, the Scottish Trades Union Congress and the large majority
of our affiliated unions continue to deliberate rather than profess a preferred outcome for the
referendum vote on 14 September, 2014."

"Money agreement 'may be impossible'', Scotsman 11-09-13:

"Scotland may be unable to negotiate acceptable terms for a formal currency union with the
rest of the UK after independence, according to financial experts. The opinion appears in a
report on a seminar held by the Royal Society of Edinburgh and British Academy in London,
which looked at currency, banking and financial services, assuming a Yes vote in the
referendum next September."

'

'Jim Gallagher: Staying in union can enable change", Scotsman 10-09-13:
"Jim Gallagher argues that by preserving key features of economic integration and social

solidarity, there is plenty of scope for change for Scotland within the UK. The past couple of
weeks have seen different politicians making a case for the Union."

"This time it's different - Act React Impact", European Parliament 10-09-2013.

"Scots currency 'serious option' after yes vote", Herald 10-09-13:
"The conclusion emerged from a top-level seminar in July organised by the Royal Society of
Edinburgh and the British Academy."
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'

'Outward looking learning approach goes a long way", Scotsman 10-09-13:
"Since its foundation in 1941 over a million young people have experienced an Outward

Bound course, developing key life skills such as problem-solving and teamwork, confidence
and resilience through challenging outdoor learning. Using the outdoors as the most perfect
classroom makes absolute sense and can reap huge benefits."

"Poll: Scots to reject independence, re-elect SNP", Scotsman 09-09-13:

"Scots are prepared to back the SNP again in a Holyrood election even though they look set to
reject the party in next year's referendum on independence, new polling has revealed. Some
40 per cent of Scots would vote for the SNP in Holyrood elections after six years in govern-
ment, against 35 per cent support for Labour. But only 26 per cent back independence, almost
40 points behind those who support staying in the UK (65 per cent)."

"Gerry Hassan: Our differences and commonalities", Scotsman 07-09-13:
"Politicians must tread carefully when dealing with the values, institutions and history that di-

vide yet unite us with the rest of the UK, writes Gerry Hassan."

"Scottish independence: Report on Glasgow autonomy", Scotsman 07-09-13:
"Glasgow would want greater autonomy if Scotland voted for independence, according to a
new report which says the city could lose its 'competitive advantage' against English cities."

"Osborne has a nerve to say Scots would be worse off", Herald 05-09-13:

"[...] Chancellor George Osborne claimed Scotland would be worse off if it received reven-
ues from North Sea Oil. He even put a figure on it: £2000 per Scottish family. [...] Norway
has one of the largest sovereign wealth funds in the world, worth $700bn. Britain has one of
the biggest debt problems of nearly £2tr. And he has the nerve to say Scotland would be
worse off? On yer bike, Chancellor: Scots have been fooled once too often."

"Peter Geoghegan: The truth and the other truth", Scotsman 04-09-13:

"When experts speak, writes Peter Geoghegan, we should remember that we are getting their
opinion, not some neutral reality. There has been a lot of talk of political neutrality of late —
and not just among politicians and mandarins at the United Nations. Sir Jonathan Mills, dir-
ector of the Edinburgh International Festival, recently said he had no plans to include works
centred on the independence debate in next year’s programme, saying: 'We would not wish
our festival to be anything other than it has always been, which is a politically neutral space
for artists.' Questions were raised about whether art can be separated from the social world in
which it is created. But few asked whether a politically neutral space is actually possible, nev-
er mind desirable."

"Scottish independence: One in four will vote yes", Scotsman 04-09-13:

"Support for independence has slumped to its lowest level since the start of the referendum
campaign, according to a new poll which also suggests a growing number of people say they
do not know how to vote next year."

'Parliament's record shows case for independence", The Scottish Government 03-09-13:
"First Minister Alex Salmond today unveiled the Scottish Government's legislative

programme for the coming year, underlining the case for the Scottish Parliament and the
communities it serves to be empowered and responsible for all of the key decisions affecting
Scotland and its people. 'Independence should be about empowering Scotland's people as well
as their Parliament, ' Mr Salmond said as he outlined how the Scottish Government is using
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its current legislative powers and limited financial powers to accelerate economic recovery
and create more jobs and to mitigate the impacts of economic austerity to help create a fairer
Scotland."

"Scottish independence: BBC appoints John Mullin as referendum editor", BBC 02-09-2013:
"The former editor of the Independent on Sunday newspaper has been appointed by the BBC

to lead its coverage of the Scottish independence referendum."

""No' vote opens biggest poll lead", Scotsman 02-09-13:

"The campaign to keep Scotland in the UK has opened up its largest lead of the year, accord-
ing to a poll. The YouGov survey put support for a 'no' vote at 59% compared with 29% for a
'yes' vote based on the voting intentions of 1,171 Scottish adults. The results show one in 10
people are still undecided and includes 2% of people who said they would not vote."

"Scotland at crossroads — Sturgeon", Scotsman 02-09-13:

"Scotland will stand at a 'historic crossroads' when MSPs return to Holyrood this week, the
Deputy First Minister has said. The Scottish Government is ready to 'hit the ground running'
after the summer recess with the launch of its new legislative programme, Nicola Sturgeon
said. The programme for government will be the next step towards delivering a Yes vote in
next year's referendum, she argued."

"Scottish independence: Unis 'could get UK funds", Scotsman 01-09-13:

"Scotland's universities could continue to access lucrative UK research funding following
independence, according to the principal of one of the country's leading institutions. Professor
Sir Ian Diamond, principal of Aberdeen University, said there was mo question' Scotland
could remain part of Research Councils UK should Scots vote yes in next year's referendum."

'

'Darling in warning on independence", Scotsman 01-09-13:
"Scotland would struggle to have the same diplomatic clout in dealing with international

crises like Syria if it chooses to leave the UK next year, according to former chancellor
Alistair Darling."

"Tory highlights Union trade benefit", Scotsman 30-08-13:

"The leader of the Scottish Conservatives will argue that the benefit of the single UK market
is a positive reason to remain part of the Union. The absence of barriers to trade helped
Scotland become more successful and more prosperous, Ruth Davidson will tell members of
the Conservative Friends of the Union campaign in Edinburgh today."

"Jim Gallagher: Referendum comes down to money", Scotsman 27-08-13:

"Comment on the financial aspect of Scottish independence by Jim Gallagher, former
director-general for devo-lution in the UK government, senior adviser to the Prime Minister
on devolution strategy (2007-2010) and secretary of the Calman Commission."

"Ex-civil service chief: indyref debate is so polarised it may leave toxic legacy", Herald
27-08-13: "The independence referendum debate has become so polarised and divisive it
could leave a toxic legacy that damages the fabric of society, Scotland's former leading man-
darin has warned. Sir John Elvidge, Permanent Secretary from 2003 to 2010, who latterly
worked with SNP First Minister Alex Salmond in his Government, said the issue risked
people being defined and divided according to whether they voted Yes or No. He said such a
split could become wider if there were further referendums on other constitutional issues in
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the event of a No vote next year. He also warned the debate about self-government could lead
to Orkney and Shetland, which are agitating for more powers, removing themselves and their
oil wealth from Scotland."

"Laurie Clark: It is time for a new deal", Scotsman 25-08-13:
The independence debate is helping us to better understand the nation in which we live and
hopefully to have more confidence in Scotland."

"Gerry Hassan: London Scots and the referendum", Scotsman 24-08-13:
"A coterie of media-elite Scots, peddling ill-informed and biased opinion, leaves the referen-
dum debate the poorer", writes Gerry Hassan."

"Independence vote 'would lead to second referendum' for rest of UK", Herald 23-08-13:
"A vote for Scottish independence in 2014 might result in a second referendum in England,
Wales and Northern Ireland."

"George Kerevan: 'Undecideds' fed up with status quo", Scotsman 22-08-2013:

"The only way to persuade the group of unsure voters is to convince them that they will all be
moving together, writes George Kerevan. Nate Silver is a youthful American opinion poll
analyst who correctly predicted the outcome in every state, in the last US presidential
election. Nate has grabbed headlines on this side of the pond by predicting the Yes camp has
no hope of winning next year's Scottish referendum. Is he right?"

"Scotland's European future", The Scottish Government 21-08-2013:
"£850 million in missed rural funding shows huge opportunities of independence. Scotland
can look forward to a bright and prosperous future as an independent member of the European
Union, First Minister Alex Salmond said today. In the fourth of a series of keynote speeches
on Scotland's unions, Mr Salmond also highlighted how Westminster's proposed in-out
referendum on the EU threatens Scotland's continued membership."

"Scottish independence: Salmond says yes- Scotland could have stronger EU voice", BBC
21-08-13: "Scotland would have more of a say in Europe if it were independent, First Minis-
ter Alex Salmond has said. During a speech in Hawick, the SNP leader expressed fears that
Scotland's voice in Europe could be silenced if the UK were to sleepwalk out of the EU."

"Nicola McEwen: Partnership after independence", Scotsman 18-08-13: "

One of the striking features of the referendum campaign so far is the extent to which Scottish
independence is seen as embedded within the British Isles. Leading figures in government
talk of a new partnership with the rest of the UK — one which would be 'a partnership of

™

equals'.

"Leading writer accuses arts bodies of being 'Scotophobic"', Herald 15-08-13:
"Leading writer and artist Alasdair Gray has criticised arts boards for being 'Scotophobic' and
appointing English administrators to top jobs."

"Referendum Q & A", Herald (several dates):
"Find out more about some eminent Scots' attitude to independence and how they will be
voting in 2014."
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"Scottish independence: No chance for Yes - Silver", Scotsman 13-08-13:

"The Yes campaign has 'virtually no chance' of victory in next year's referendum on Scottish
independence, according to one of America's most-respected polling experts. Nate Silver, the
award-winning statistician who shot to fame when he correctly predicted the outcome of all
50 states in the 2012 US presidential elections, says all the indicators point towards Scots
voting to stay in the UK on 18 September next year. Only a 'major crisis' south of the Border
could turn the situation in favour of independence, despite it being more than a year until
polling day, he added. In an interview with The Scotsman, Mr Silver said polling data was

rn

'pretty definitive'.

"Scottish independence: Scots 'could ditch Queen"', Scotsman 12-08-13:

"Scots could decide to ditch the Queen as the head of state after independence, an SNP
minister has said. Alex Salmond has insisted that the Monarch would continue to preside over
Scotland in the event of a Yes vote in next year's referendum. But Aileen Campbell, minister
for children and young people, indicated that this may not be the case in the longer term."

"Scottish independence: Call for Citizen's Panel", Scotsman 10-08-13:

"A referendum Citizen's Panel should be created to oversee the independence debate, amid
concern voters are being treated like 'idiots', according to a seasoned veteran of the nationalist
movement. Margo MacDonald says many Scots are being lost in the volley of exchanges and
reports from both sides on issues such as currency union, the EU and oil and gas figures."

'

'Gerry Hassan: Unionists declare your 'nationalism"', Scotsman 10-08-13:
"If British nationalism wanted to be relevant, it would come up with projects which tried to

tackle the realities of this disunited kingdom, writes Gerry Hassan. The story is familiar: there
is a pesky, partisan, immature nationalism out and about influencing our body politic. This is
the account of Scottish nationalism put forward by a range of commentators and public
figures. Yet it could as easily be articulated about the ideas of unionism, because unionism is
at its heart a form of nationalism — British state nationalism."

"Michael Kelly: An all or nothing independence vote", Scotsman 08-08-13:
"There should be no consolation prizes in the event of the Yes campaign losing the
referendum, writes Michael Kelly."

"Scottish independence: Oil workers 'divided"', Scotsman 07-08-13:

"Oil and gas workers are divided over the projected impact on their industry of Scottish
independence, a survey suggests. A small majority (54 per cent) believe independence will
bring more jobs but nearly the same proportion (53 per cent) believe it will have a negative
impact on workers. The majority of the 199 workers polled (56 per cent) believe wages will
stay the same, a quarter think they will fall and around a fifth (19 per cent) think they will
rise, according to the poll by oil and gas recruitment firm NES Global Talent."

"Scottish Independence: Key questions answered", Scotsman 26-07-13:

"Welcome to The Scotsman's comprehensive guide to the Scottish independence referendum
in 2014. It is our intention to draw all of The Scotsman's coverage together in one place to
answer key questions, outline facts and provide a practical and simplified overview to voters
and those interested in the referendum."
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"Scotland outperforms UK in employment and growth", The Scottish Government 17-07-13:
"Three percentage point fall in youth unemployment over the year. Scotland has a higher em-
ployment rate, lower unemployment rate and lower inactivity rate than any other nation in the
UK according to labour market figures published by the Office for National Statistics (ONS)
today. This comes as Scottish Government figures show a rise in GDP."

'

'Democracy at heart of independence case for fundamental change to political and economic
union", The Scottish Government 12-07-13: "Reclaiming political power from Westminster

will leave other unions intact. Only by restoring full political sovereignty to Edinburgh from
Westminster can Scotland fulfil its true potential, First Minister Alex Salmond said in a key-
note speech today."

'

'Joyce McMillan: Scots creatives ready for Yes vote", Scotsman 28-06-13:
"While fear drives the No campaign, the creative heartbeat of Scotland is ready to chance a

Yes, writes Joyce McMillan. Tuesday morning, and I'm sitting in a quiet space beside the
Traverse Theatre box office, waiting to record an interview with an actor who's writing a
dissertation about the relationship between Scottish culture and the independence debate. 'I'd
have liked to include more voices from the No side, ' he says, 'but I'm really struggling to find

"rn

many. A huge majority in the arts seem to be moving towards a Yes vote, now'.

"Scottish independence focus of NTS 2014 programme", Scotsman 28-06-13:
"The new head of the National Theatre of Scotland has revealed that the company will stage a

year-long programme inspired by the independence debate in 2014. Laurie Sansom, who
replaced Vicky Featherstone in March as the company's artistic director, said a flagship new
variety production called 'The Great Don't Know Show' would be the centrepiece of its
programming next year. Speaking for the first time since taking up his role, Mr Sansom said
all of its shows next year would tackle the 'unusual and remarkable event, ' including issues of
national identity, key moments in Scottish history and iconic figures."

"Stephen Noon: Embracing the independence debate", Scotsman 25-06-13:
"Bill Clinton's appearance at the Scottish Business Awards last week was very well received
and the loudest applause of the evening came when he said of the referendum in 2014: You
will come out of this better, regardless, if you go about it in the right way."

"Azeem Ibrahim: How safe would independent Scotland be?", Scotsman 22-06-13: "
How safe would an independent Scotland be? And would independence make Scotland more

or less secure? The think-tank I set up last year, the Scotland Institute, set out to answer these
questions, and this week we release our report."

'

'Bill Clinton mania sweeps Edinburgh", Scotsman 22-06-13:
"Former US president Bill Clinton said Scotland would be better off as a result of the

independence referendum — regardless of the result. He made the remarks at last night's
Scottish Business Awards, where he received a rapturous reception as he arrived to deliver the
keynote speech."

"Scottish independence would weaken UK — Hague", Scotsman 21-06-13:

"William Hague, the Foreign Secretary, has claimed that the UK would be a 'diminished'
force on the global stage if Scotland were to vote for independence next year. Speaking in
Edinburgh on Thursday prior to a visit to the United Nations next week, Mr Hague said the
remainder of the United Kingdom would be 'hindered' in its ability to lead on major
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international efforts promoting human rights or campaigning against sexual violence in war
zones. The UK would keep hold of its permanent seat on the UN Security Council, he said,
but the 'total sum' of what the nation could achieve would be reduced."

"Scottish independence 'baffles' foreign nations", Scotsman 20-06-13:

"Foreign Secretary William Hague will claim today that foreign nations are 'baffled' over why
Scotland would want to leave the Union, as he uses a speech in Scotland to back the case for
the UK. In the address in Edinburgh, Mr Hague will also warn that an independent Scotland
would lose access to Britain's expertise in intelligence and security services if it decided to
vote 'yes' next year."

"Scottish independence: MEP claim over Scotland/EU", Scotsman 17-06-13:
"France and Spain would not accept an independent Scotland into the European Union, a
European Parliament vice-president has claimed."

"Edinburgh Fashion Festival: Style in the city", Scotsman 16-06-13:

"Brian Ferguson meets the husband-and-wife team who are putting the Edinburgh Internation-
al Fashion Festival on the map by sidestepping the glitz and the glamour and getting back to
the ideas that lie behind great design. It may only be on its second year, but suddenly Scot-
land's capital has another major new festival to contend with. In the space of 12 months, the -
Edinburgh International Fashion Festival has mushroomed in size, scale and ambition."

"Scottish independence: Trident is 'ticket to Nato"", Scotsman 14-06-13:
"Scotland could be forced to keep Trident nuclear weapons for up to 20 years after independ-
ence as the UK seeks out an alternative base, leading military experts have said."

"Scotland and UK are distinctly different", The Scottish Government 05-06-13:

"The UK Government is wrong to measure the value of culture simply in economic terms,
Culture Secretary Fiona Hyslop said today as she set out the two futures facing Scotland and
its cultural community. Outlining her strong vision for the future of culture and heritage in
Scotland, Ms Hyslop said there is 'clear blue water' between Scotland's approach - which fo-
cuses on the intrinsic value of culture and heritage, and that set out by the UK Government's
culture secretary Maria Miller last month — which is now focussed on economic gains."

"Scottish independence: EU advice received", Scotsman 16-05-13:

"The Scottish Government says it has now received legal advice about an independent Scot-
land's membership of the European Union. Deputy First Minister Nicola Sturgeon said last
October that ministers just commissioned 'specific legal advice from our law officers on the

rn

position of Scotland within the European Union'.

"Independence debate features in Queen's Speech", Scotsman 09-05-13:

"The Queen yesterday voiced the UK government's wish for Scotland to remain part of the
United Kingdom, in her speech to open the new parliamentary session in Westminster. For the
first time, the Queen's Speech included a reference to the independence referendum when she
said: "My government will continue to make the case for Scotland to remain part of the United

"rn

Kingdom'.

'

'Comment: impact of the 1979 devolution referendum", Scotsman 07-05-13:
"Continuing our collaboration with the University of Glasgow's Vox Populi series, Christoph-

er Harvie considers the impact of the devolution referendum in 1979."
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'

'Comment: Global attention on independence debate", Scotsman 01-05-13:
"From Bosnia to Boston to Belfast, attention is turning to the independence debate, and our

politicians deserve to do the nation justice, says Peter Geoghegan. From the outside, it can
sometimes feel that everyone is looking at Scotland — and next year's referendum vote. Over
the past 18 months I've heard opinions on Scottish independence expressed all around the
world, from revolutionaries in Cairo's Tahrir Square to drinkers in Belfast bars."

Financial sector

"Qil plan to pay off share of UK national debt", Herald 18-09-13:
"A newly independent Scotland should consider an "oil-for-debt" swap to help pay off its

share of the UK's national debt, economists have suggested."

"Economy emerges as key independence battleground", Herald 18-09-13:

"Nearly half of Scots voters believe independence would harm the economy, according to a
new poll which shows the scale of the task facing the Yes campaign exactly one year out from
the referendum."

"Low interest rates are keeping savers from investing", Herald 16-09-13:

"Nobody needs reminding about the exceptionally low interest rates being paid on savings at
the moment. And, with rare exceptions, the current trend is for further rate cuts. It means
people are having to struggle harder than ever to avoid inflation eroding the real value of their
savings."

"Final days of Fred Goodwin's RBS reign revealed", Scotsman 12-09-13:
"In this extract from his book revealing the inside story of the collapse of RBS, lain Martin

tells how Fred Goodwin was reduced to tears after being fired from the biggest job in Scot-
land."

"A False economy?", Herald, 11-09-13:

"The new incumbent announced plans to keep the base rate, which determines most other
lending rates, at the historical all-time low of 0.5% for at least another three years. Even then
it won't be moved upwards until the economy is showing enough growth to put another
750,000 people into work."

"Back to the future: TSB, with proud Scottish roots, relaunches as separate brand.", Herald
09-09-13: "TSB will become Britain's eighth biggest high street bank when it is re-launched
today as a standalone brand 18 years after disappearing when it merged with Lloyds."

"Standard Life may sue RBS over £12bn deal", Scotsman 04-09-13:

"Two of Royal Bank of Scotland's powerful institutional investors are considering suing the
bank over its controversial £12 billion cash-call on shareholders in 2008. Edinburgh-based
Standard Life Investments (SLI) and Legal & General Investments Management have hired
top legal counsel to weigh up whether they were misled by the bank in its drive to raise cash
from shareholders, The Scotsman understands."

"RBS refuses to comment on whistleblower claims", Scotsman 02-09-13:
"Royal Bank of Scotland remained tight-lipped last night over allegations that a senior risk
manager warned about a cover-up of traders' losses before the group's collapse. A new book
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by former Scotsman editor lain Martin claims the bank parachuted in Victor Hong from JP
Morgan as a senior risk manager in 2007, but he quit after just six weeks because executives
would not heed his concerns. A spokesman for the bank said yesterday it would 'not comment
at all' on the contents of the book, which carries the sub-heading 'Fred Goodwin, RBS and the

rn

men who blew up the British economy".

'

'Danger of banking on a union of currencies", Herald 29-08-13:
"High on this list are questions about the currency and whether Scotland's banks could sur-

vive a financial crisis if the support provided last time by the UK Government and taxpayer
were no longer available."

"Comment: A closer look at Stephen Hester's RBS exit", Scotsman 16-06-13:
"Stephen Hester was hailed for saving RBS but his exit may be down to political expediency,

write Terry Murden and Martin Flanagan."

"Leaders: RBS boss is sacrificed in political game", Scotsman 14-06-13:

"Stephen Hester is a hard-nosed businessman. George Osborne is a hard-nosed politician.
Those two statements explain, in a nutshell, why Mr Hester is about to leave his post as chief
executive of the Royal Bank of Scotland. As the dust begins to settle after Mr Hester's sur-
prise announcement, more details of what prompted his move have emerged. In the end, it
came down to a clash between political and business imperatives which has profound
implications for the bank, the way this country is run and for politics."

"Mervyn King: System to blame, not bankers", Scotsman 20-05-13:

"Sir Mervyn King has called for an end to bankers being 'demonised' for their role in the fin-
ancial crash, insisting the problem was with the system rather than individuals. The outgoing
governor of the Bank of England said there was a failure to adequately regulate the financial
sector and society had given 'too much status' to those in the City. Sir Mervyn also warned
that Chancellor George Osborne's plan to boost the housing market must not become a per-
manent scheme because it was 'too close for comfort' to a general state guarantee for mort-

gages."

"Independent Scotland at risk from bank crash", Scotsman 19-05-13:

"An independent Scotland would be more reliant on the banking sector than Cyprus or Ice-
land, making it vulnerable to a new financial crisis, a UK Treasury paper will warn this week.
The paper will say that a banking collapse would pose a 'very serious risk' to Scottish tax-
payers while uncertainty over the cost of borrowing would force financial firms
headquartered north of the Border to move out of Scotland."

'

'RBS slammed for 'brutal' cuts days after bonus row", Scotsman 17-05-13:
"The Royal Bank of Scotland was under fire today after announcing 1400 more job losses just

two days after defending £607 million of bonuses awarded to executives."

"RBS facing shareholder anger over bonus payments", Scotsman 14-05-2013:

"Royal Bank of Scotland (RBS) is facing shareholder discontent at its annual meeting tomor-
row over £607 million of staff bonus handouts during a year when it lost £5.2 billion. Payouts
by the 81 per cent state-owned bank are likely to infuriate investors after a 'chastening' 2012
when a £390m settlement for Libor rate-fixing, another £1.1bn of mis-selling provisions and a
£175m IT fiasco drove losses deeper from £1.2bn in 2011."
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As Others See Us

"Striving to be land with its own visions", Herald 15-09-13:
"Westminster is entitled to its point of view (The Westminster view of Scotland ...and why it's
wrong, News, September 8§)."

"As Others See Us: The View from Belgium". Herald 03-09-13.

"As Others See Us: The View from Ireland (2)". Herald 28-08-13.

"As Others See Us: the view from Russia (2)". Herald 29-07-13:
commentator David Leask on fans of Sir Walter Scott's 'tartanised histories' in Russia.

"As Others See Us: The View from Sri Lanka", Herald 19-07-13.

"As Others See Us: the view from Spain (2)", Herald 10-07-13.

"As Others See Us: The View from the Aaland Islands", Herald 27-05-13: #
if Scotland is 'too wee' to be independent — what about the Aaland Islands, an almost
autonomous archipelago in the Baltic Sea?"

"As Others See Us: The View from The Netherlands", Herald 06-05-13.

"As Others See Us: The View from Ireland". Herald 18-04-13.

Creative Scotland

"Creative Scotland's music review hits some wrong notes", Herald 07-09-13:

"It was - and remains, although my colleague Phil Miller did ask the question - a mystery why
Creative Scotland's 180-page review of the music sector of the arts in Scotland, which is
clearly dated May 2013 on the cover, suddenly appeared on the quango's website on Wednes-
day of this week."

"Creative Scotland shelves awards ceremony", Scotsman 18-08-13:

"Creative Scotland has shelved its controversial awards ceremony after just one year, Scot-
land on Sunday can reveal. New chief executive Janet Archer said it was likely the arts
agency would not take on the organisation of such an event again. Last year's awards were
dogged by controversy over the £100-a-head cost to attend the black-tie event, its all-male
panel and that it went ahead while the organisation was at loggerheads with artists."

"Creative Scotland spends £45k on 'opinion survey'"', Scotsman 11-06-13:
"Troubled arts agency Creative Scotland is spending up to £45,000 of public money to ask
people what they think of the body and its work. The agency, which has budget of around £83

L1

million a year, is bringing in consultants so it can 'better understand our customers'.

"Leaders: Arts broom must be helped to sweep clean", Scotsman 07-06-2013:

"After prolonged division and uncertainty, the appointment of a new chief executive for the
arts funding body Creative Scotland could hardly have come soon enough. The organisation
has been without a leader since Andrew Dixon resigned last December."
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Other topics

'

'Scots musicians 'struggling to make a living"', Herald 05-09-13:
"Music is the second-largest employment sector in the creative and cultural industries of Scot-

land, after design, but more artists are having to invest in recording themselves, leading to
greater financial demands on musicians."

"Environmental Art Festival is second nature", Herald 31-08-13:
"A festival celebrates the unique way in which artists relate to the land, just as their fore-
fathers imagined, writes Jan Patience."

'

'Scotland has a big role in sustainable energy", Scotsman 27-08-13.

"Forth Bridge gets £15m visitor area and glass lift", Scotsman 27-08-13:
"Designs to enable visitors to ascend to the top of the Forth Bridge were unveiled today by
Network Rail, which pledged there would be at least partial public access to Scotland's
biggest grade A listed structure by its 125th birthday in two years' time."

"Common Weal: indy Scotland can be richer, more progressive nation without raising income
tax rates", Herald 25-08-13.

"Employment at highest level in almost five years", The Scottish Government 11-09-13:
"The number of people working in Scotland is at its highest level in almost five years, accord-
ing to official figures published today by the Office for National Statistics (ONS)."

"Feminist wins Edinburgh comedy award with show poking fun at sexism"., The Guardian
24-0813: "Bridget Christie takes Foster's standup prize — the UK's most prestigious — with

'beautifully written, delightfully delivered' work. It was a stand-out moment for female stand-
ups. The feminist Bridget Christie won this year's Foster's Edinburgh comedy award, the most
prestigious prize in British comedy. Christie secured the annual £10,000 prize for her show 4
Bic for Her, which takes aim at everyday sexism, chauvinist sports commentators and the
prominence of lads' mags on newsagents' shelves."

"Scotland's an enlightened country — unless you're female", Guardian 23-06-13:

"Last week, it was revealed that 1,372 rapes were committed in Scotland in the last 12
months, a figure that equates to almost four each day. Overall, there were almost 8,000 sex of-
fences in the same period, a rise of 5% on the previous year. Yet the reaction of our Justice
Department was lamentable. The Scottish government report in which the numbers were re-
vealed also insisted on claiming that overall crime was at its lowest level for 39 years. Aston-
ishingly, the justice minister, Kenny MacAskill, said that the figures demonstrated Scotland
was becoming a safer place to live."

New websites have come up that provide views on and of Scotland from the point of view of
civic society: "Projects like the National Collective (‘join, create, collaborate') [nationalcollect
ive.com], We Are Northern Lights [wearenorthernlights.com], KILTR (‘one clan many cul-
tures') [www.kiltr.com] the Leith based photo-journal Blipfoto [www.blipfoto.com] and the
Scottish Album of the Year Awards [sayaward.com]. These initiatives offer not just a cultural
dimension to the network but a blueprint and a reflection of the self-determination model.
They are driven by and for participation in ways that seem increasingly, markedly different
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from the British experience". (Mike Small in: Hames, Scott (ed.), Unstated. Writers on Scot-
tish Independence, Edinburgh: Word Power Books 2012, 182.)

Back to top

Education Scotland
(compiled by Nora Goepel, Ivana Pavlovic & Hanne Wiesner)

"St. Andrew's is Scottish University of the Year", Herald 21-09-13.

'

'Move to protect teaching of languages in Scots universities", Herald 20-09-13.

"Edinburgh University ranked 17" in world", Scotsman 11-09-13:

"The University of Edinburgh has climbed to its highest-ever place in a global rankings list to
be named the 17™ best university in the world. The institution reached the milestone in the la-
test annual QS World University Rankings, with judges praising its world-class research and
saying 'graduates are some of the most employable in Europe'. The University of Glasgow
also gained its highest world ranking, rising three places from 54™ to 51*, and the University
of St Andrews rose ten places to 83". Edinburgh moved up from 21* place last year and, in a
further breakdown, was placed 13" in the world in the Arts and Humanities category."

"Universities serve our nation with distinction", Scotsman 11-09-13:

"Universities are key to economic growth and a vital link in the development of firms interna-
tionally, says Alastair Sim. A new framework captures the full extent of higher education's
contribution to sustainable economic growth. This describes four dimensions of how universi-
ties drive Scotland's prosperity."

'Scots universities rise up rankings of world's top 100", Herald 10-09-13.

"Sir lan Wood: Develop Scots' vocational education", Scotsman 06-09-13:

"Scottish school pupils should be allowed to study vocational instead of academic subjects, as
part of a 'culture shift' in the education system, a report has said. Oil tycoon Sir lan Wood hit
out at the 'ingrained and ill-informed' view that vocational training was an inferior option to
university, as he launched the report aimed at getting more young Scots into work. But he also
said business chiefs had to do more to give youngsters work experience and help develop ap-
prenticeships."

"Attack on pupil philanthropy plan", Herald 06-09-13:
"Brian Boyd, emeritus professor of education at Strathclyde University, in Glasgow, said the

suggestion was 'misconceived' and 'out of kilter' with the notion of a Common Weal."

"Scotland's future workforce", The Scottish Government 05-09-13:

"A new report on how to help Scotland become a European leader in vocational education and
training has been welcomed by the Scottish Government. The Commission for Developing
Scotland's Young Workforce, chaired by leading industrialist Sir lan Wood, was asked by
Youth Employment Minister Angela Constance to explore ways to improve the transition
from education to employment."

"Universities slated over staff on zero-hours contracts", Herald 05-09-13:
"Two-thirds of Scottish universities employ lecturers on controversial zero-hours contracts,
far more than other workforce sectors, according to a survey."
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"Robert Gordon Uni to train Russian energy workers", Scotsman 05-09-13:

"Aberdeen's Robert Gordon University has joined forces with one of Russia's leading educa-
tional providers in a £1.2 million partnership to train the next generation of Russia's offshore
energy professionals."

"Radical plans to fund gifted pupils using private money", Herald 05-09-13:
"Scotland's schools would be able to develop the country's most talented pupils using private
money from a National Lottery-style fund under radical new proposals."

"England's seven-year-olds better at reading than Welsh peers", Guardian 04-09-13:
"Seven-year-olds in England are better at reading than their peers in Wales and improving

more quickly than their counterparts in Scotland, according to new research that highlights the
diverging paths the home countries have taken since devolution in the 1990s."

"Foreign students' input gets top marks", Herald 03-09-13:
"The benefit to wider Scottish society from the influx of thousands of international students
has been highlighted in a new report."

"Religion in schools should be opt-in, say secularists", Herald 03-09-13:

"Secularists say that parents are often unaware of their rights to withdraw their child from ac-
tivities such as church services or religious assemblies, and in many cases pupils who do opt
out are not given meaningful alternative activities."

'

'Extra engineers to meet industry demand", The Scottish Government 02-09-13:
"The First Minister today announced the creation of 100 additional engineering places at

Banff and Buchan College. Alex Salmond said almost £1 million of extra Scottish Funding
Council (SFC) investment would increase student places over the next two years as he offi-
cially opened the Fraserburgh campus's new welding facility."

"Scots universities 'bring in half of foreign cash", Scotsman 02-09-13:

"Scotland's universities play a crucial role in attracting foreign investment to the country, a re-
port claims today. The higher education sector is one of the key reasons foreign investors
come to Scotland, the new analysis by Universities Scotland reveals. The report found univer-
sities produced highly skilled graduates, world-class research and development facilities, and
clusters of industry, all of which helped attract overseas investors. Only the energy and finan-
cial and business services sectors contribute more in terms of adding value to the economy,
the report said."

'Work to start on Glasgow 'super campus'', The Scottish Government 01-09-13:
"Construction is underway on the biggest college in Scotland, Deputy First Minister Nicola

Sturgeon confirmed today. The £228 million investment in the City of Glasgow College super
campus development will cover two city centre sites with 1,200 staff serving 40,000 students.
It comes on top of the Government's commitment to maintain college funding at £522m in
this year and next, and of colleges success in continuing to deliver the Government's pledge
on student numbers."

"Scots set record at home universities", Herald 31-08-13:

"Final figures from university applications body Ucas show 27,170 Scots got a place this year
- up 1.2% on the previous year which was itself a record. Just 100 extra students from Eng-
land secured a place, with numbers rising 2.5% from 4050 to 4150."
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"Employers helped to recruit young people", The Scottish Government 30-08-13:

"Funding for employers has been made available as part of a drive to help young people with
additional support needs into jobs. As part of Make Young People Your Business Week, Min-
ister for Youth Employment Angela Constance has increased the funding available for Skills
Development Scotland's Targeted Employer Recruitment Incentive up to £2 million to ensure
opportunities exist for more young people."

"More college savings needed: Report", Scotsman 30-08-13:

"College funding continues to fall and further savings will be needed from the current pro-
gramme of college mergers, according to the public spending watchdog. College income has
fallen by 9% since 2010-11, with a reduction in grant funding of £56 million from the Scot-
tish Funding Council, the Scottish Government's education funding body, Audit Scotland re-
vealed."

"Apprenticeships on course for 2013", The Scottish Government 29-08-13:

"Almost 5,000 people have already been helped into a job through a Modern Apprenticeship
(MA) in 2013/14. This means that 500 more opportunities have been created compared to the
same time last year, the clearest indication yet that both employers and prospective young em-
ployees understand the benefits of an MA. Figures for the first quarter of the financial year
have been released by Skills Development Scotland (SDS) and demonstrate that the Scottish
Government's target of at least 25,000 new MAs every year is well on course to be met this
year."

"New incentive to employ young people", The Scottish Government 26-09-13:

"A new way to recognise employers that take on young people is to be piloted using £35,000
funding from the Scottish Government. People management specialists Investors in People
Scotland are to develop and pilot an award to help employers understand the potential benefits
of recruiting young people and provide recognition for those already with a strong youth poli-
cy. The announcement forms part of Make Young People Your Business Week."

"Companies urged to take on more young staff", Scotsman 25-08-13:

"Companies are to be encouraged to consider the benefits of employing young people during
a week-long Scottish Government campaign. The Make Young People Your Business drive is
being launched today with the announcement of 70 new youth jobs at employment training
firm Webhelp TSC in Glasgow. The campaign is aimed at increasing the number of compa-
nies which will consider taking on young people directly from school, college or university."

'

'Fee-paying English enjoy Scottish university boom", Scotsman 20-08-13:
"Students from England are 30 per cent more likely to win a place at a Scottish university

since the introduction of higher fees, it has emerged. Admissions body Ucas said that in the
2012 cycle, 15.3 per cent of those from south of the Border who applied to a Scottish uni-
versity were accepted, up from 11.8 per cent the previous year, despite a fall in the number of
applications."

'English students cash boost for Scots universities", Scotsman 16-08-13:
"Scotland's universities are set to receive a financial boost from growing numbers of fee-pay-

ing students from England after figures showed acceptances are at a record high."

Scottish Studies Newsletter 42, October 2013


http://www.scotsman.com/news/education/english-students-cash-boost-for-scots-universities-1-3048596
http://www.scotsman.com/news/education/fee-paying-english-enjoy-scottish-university-boom-1-3052893
http://www.scotsman.com/news/education/fee-paying-english-enjoy-scottish-university-boom-1-3052893
http://www.scotsman.com/news/politics/top-stories/companies-urged-to-take-on-more-young-staff-1-3062194
http://news.scotland.gov.uk/News/New-incentive-to-employ-young-people-352.aspx
http://news.scotland.gov.uk/News/Apprenticeships-on-course-for-2013-379.aspx
http://www.scotsman.com/news/more-college-savings-needed-report-1-3065422
http://news.scotland.gov.uk/News/Employers-helped-to-recruit-young-people-388.aspx

22

"Edinburgh opens first dedicated Gaelic school", Scotsman 16-08-13:

"The opening of Edinburgh's first dedicated Gaelic school has been hailed as a 'landmark day'
for the capital. A total of 213 pupils, including 53 primary one youngsters, have enrolled for
the new school, where lessons will be taught entirely in Gaelic."

"Education 'has failed to improve with devolution"', Scotsman 15-08-13:

"Scotland's education system has not progressed at the same rate as the English system since
1999, a study by the London School of Economics has found. Read more about the report,
Education in a Devolved Scotland: A Quantitative Analysis."

"Revealed: importance of rest of UK students to universities", Herald 15-08-13:
"The money Scottish universities make from English, Welsh and Northern Irish students is
likely to match the current income from overseas undergraduates in just three years' time."

"St Andrews University tops student happiness poll", Scotsman 13-08-13:

"St Andrews University has been ranked top in Scotland after a poll for student satisfaction.
The National Student Survey (NSS) found that 93% of students were 'satisfied or very satis-
fied' with the overall quality of their university education. St Andrews in Fife ranked first in
Scotland and second in the UK behind Bath University."

"Grant puts Malawi students in universities", Scotsman 06-08-13:

"Gifted students in Malawi are being supported by a grant from Scotland to study at universi-
ty. A total of £100,000 is being spent on the scheme across 11 higher education institutions in
the south-east African nation which has the lowest university enrolment rate in the world at
just 0.05%. The Scotland Malawi Partnership, funded by the Scottish Government, awarded
35 scholarships for young and underprivileged Malawian students to study at masters level."

'

"Physical literacy' programme for Scottish schools", Scotsman 21-07-13:
"Thousands of pupils are to undergo a new training programme in 'physical literacy' to im-

prove the uptake of physical education (PE) in Scotland's schools and raise the chances of
producing future sporting champions."

'Scots councils set to use bonuses to lure English teachers", Scotsman 20-07-13:
"Scottish councils are using cash bonuses and anxiety over curriculum changes to lure English

teachers to fill vacancies. Aberdeen City Council has already approved a plan to offer £5,000
bonuses to entice teachers to fill shortages in the area, while Scottish Borders Council is con-
sidering targeting 'disaffected English teachers' in a bid to fill posts."

"Education Bill to widen access to university", Scotsman 26-06-13:

"Legislation aimed at reforming further and higher education is a crucial part of the
generational change required to widen access to universities, the Education Secretary has
said."

"Oil tycoon lan Wood calls for change in schools". Scotsman 19-06-13:

"One of Scotland's most successful captains of industry has called for a culture change in the
way youngsters are prepared for the 'world of work', including classroom lessons on the work-
place. Oil and gas services magnate Sir lan Wood said too many Scottish youngsters don't 'un-
derstand' what work is all about - but businesses must do more in schools to prepare them for
the change. More apprenticeships should be provided and could even get underway in the
classroom, he told the National Economic Forum in Edinburgh today."
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